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Mrs: Ms. Hiroe Nakai, how did you get to play Shogi?
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My father taught me Shogi (forcibly---?) when I was 5 years old.
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Are there any Shogi lessons in Japanese schools?
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Yes. Recently, many professional Shogi players occasionally visit schools to give lessons
in extracurricular activities.

I personally give some lessons every year at the school my daughters attend.
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We teach International Chess in 10 different schools in Stuttgart and we have
introduced Shogi to the pupils. How do you think about Shogi in schools?
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Recently, more and more people in Japan send their children to Shogi lessons, because
they think Shogi helps in education. It is welcome development that Schools take in
Shogi in their programs.
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Why do you think s Shogi is so interesting for European Children?
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As board games are very popular here in Europe, children probably have good
opportunities to get interested in Shogi. I also assume that widespread International
Chess makes introduction of Shogi easier.

Among the variety of world’s chess, Shogi is unique in that you can use the pieces you
have taken as your own. This rule makes games more dramatic and very difficult to end
in a draw.
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Do you think that Shogi lessons contribute to the children’s mental development? If so,
in what way?
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There is a saying “Shogi is dialog”. That means, it is like a person-to-person dialog
through a game. It is impossible to make only your point one-sidedly in a game. Only
who can develop the game listening to the other person’s point well has a chance to win.
Perseverance and ability to think by yourself will be trained as well.
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What does your daily routine look like? How long and often do you have to train and
how often do you take part in competitions?
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We sometimes have a daylong seminar among professional players. Additionally I often
train by myself using data bases in PC.

I usually take part in a competition 3-4 times a month. My record was 9 competitions a
month.
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How do you think about the German-Shegi Shogi in Germany?
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European Shogi players are full of enthusiasm. If some professionals come to live here
and work on for a longer term, it will improve Shogi in Germany significantly. This
would also draw more popular interest for the game.

As International Chess and Shogi have so much in common, I hope Chess players give
Shogi a try, too.
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What would you fiketo recommend to our pupils for improving their Shogi skills?
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Training in Shogi mating problems will be very effective, because most of Shogi games
end in checkmate, which is different from chess. Start with short and simple problems,
and you will be quicker at reading moves and stronger in end game.

However, it is the fun and joy of winning that children should lean from adults above all.
Once they are really interested in and love to play this game, their skills will improve on

their own.
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Mres. Ms. Hiroe Nakai, Thank you very much for the interview and our best wishes for
you and your Shogi earreer career.
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